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White Individualism

Color Group Collectivism

1. Fostering independence and individual achievement.
» The focus is on the child as an individual.
« There is an emphasis on taking care of yourself and your needs.

1. Fostering interdependence and group success.
» The focus is on the child as part of the family.
« The emphasis is on helping others, considering their needs (or how
your needs affect others)

2. Promoting cognitive development through exposure to physical
objects independent of social context (later on ideas out of context).
« Children are encouraged to play with toys and investigate the world
by themselves.
» Children leam to think about the physical world separately from the
social or interpersonal world.

2. Promoting cognitive development in social contexts;physical
world/objects meaningful as they enhance human refations. Toys are
important in the context of social relationships - playing with a parent
or sibling.
» Children remain with parents more, often not just in proximity but
touching.
» The physical world has meaning largely as it relates to human
relationships.

3. Promotes self-expression, individual thinking, personal choice.
o Children are expected to form and express opinions, even questions
elders.
* Young people make choices (life, career) based on their own
interests and needs.

3. Promotes adherence to norms, respect for Authority, group
CONSensus.
« Children are expected show respect by quiet listening, not advance
their own ideas to the exclusion of others.
» Life choices are often colored by what will be best for the family{and
in the classroom, what will be best for the group.)

4. Is associated with private property.
» Things belong to one person, and if someone else wants to use i,
permission needs to be obtained.

4. Is associated with shared property.
¢ Many things are owned by the family, rather than the individual.
» |f someone needs to use something, sthe can help her/himself, if no
one else is using it.

5. Associated with egalitarian relationships and fiexible roles.
» Teachers and parents are equals; parents can teach academics at
home. “Parents are children's first teachers.”

5. Associated with stable, hierarchical roles.
« Teachers have a special role to teach academics (and to inculcate
morals). “The teacher is the second mother.” Parents’ role is to
socialize children {and respect teachers’ authority).
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